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DAY AT THE FOOD PANTRY 
On January 4, 2018, NHS members 
(from left to right) Jamahra 
Richardson, Tamara Payne, Tiffany 
Payne, and Kyle Davis volunteered at 
the Richton Park food pantry, 
spackaging food for the hungry.  
	

	

NIGHT TO SHINE  
	

On Friday, February 9, 2017, NHS 
member, Miquéla Thornton, along 
with NHS inductee, Alvalyn Dixon, 
volunteered at St. Paul's Lutheran Church’s Night to Shine event, located in Chicago 
Heights. The Night to Shine is a prom for people with special needs, which was held at 
Olympia Fields Country Club. Prior, to volunteering at the event, the two had to 
undergo volunteer training, in order to know how to handle certain situations that 
might come up, seeing that the severity of some guest’s conditions differed from 
others. Something prominent that stuck out, was leaning how to talk using “People 
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First Language”, something that most people ought to 
know. People First Language, means referring to the 
person before their disability, like saying “the boy with 
autism” as opposed to “the autistic boy” because people 
are not defined by their disabilities. There, they were 
assigned jobs, and how to do them; however, due to the 
immense snow that fell 
that day, many volunteers 
were not able to make it, 
so the jobs given were 
abandoned, and they had 
to do more than one. 
Some volunteers were 
assigned a “buddy” which 
meant that the person that 

were assigned to needed 
special one-on-one 
attention the entire 

night. “The prom wasn’t totally what I expected,” says 
Miquéla, “Before attending the training, I assumed that 
it would be for kids 14-18; however, it was actually for 
people 14 and up. Surprisingly, the majority of the 
guests were adults with special needs. It was different 

from the dances I attend at school, 
because it was made for the people 
who I notice, normally wouldn’t go. 
There was a room where it was totally 
silent to block out any noise, for 
guests who could not handle it, 
everyone seemed to be really 
understanding. Volunteers would 
make sure there were no wallflowers, 

and that everyone was having a good time and dancing. The most important thing was 
that there was never once a dull moment, and everyone I danced with, talked to, or ate 
with seemed like they were having such a good time. I may be mistaken, but it seemed 
as though many hadn’t had a good time in a long time, and I feel blessed knowing that 
I was able to put a smile on someone’s face who needed it.”		

Alvalyn Dixon (left) Miquéla Thornton 
(right) at Night to Shine 



	

MIQUÉLA’S ANGEL TREE 
Beginning directly after Thanksgiving, NHS senior, 
Miquéla Thornton organized an Angel Tree 
Program at Southland. The Angel Tree Foundation 
is a national non-profit organization that gets 
Christmas gifts to children who have one or both 
parents incarcerated. Through donations, the 
children receive the gift that their parent wants for 
to give, along with a note and a message from God. 
Each student, teacher, or other faculty member 
takes an Angel from the tree that has the gift, note, 
and message, along with the child’s name, gender, 
and age. The donor then brings the gift back 
wrapped, and volunteers deliver the gifts to the 
children. Miquéla has done this personal project for 
the last two years and have raised about $1,000 in 
gifts every year. To the right is a handmade poster 
asking for Angel Tree donations, with the slogan, 
“Take an angel & be an angel!” Over the last 2 
Christmas holidays, she has raised $2,000 worth of 65 gifts through the Angel Tree. 
“Doing the Angel Tree has had a huge impact on my life,” Thornton says, “Both years 
I have gotten excited to do it and feel this unmeasurable amount of joy when I make 

PERSONAL PROJECTS  
Every year, every NHS member must complete a personal service project 

which can be done wither individually or with a partner. The purpose of these 
projects is not only to help the community and make a significant impact, 

but also to teach skills like leadership and organization. The objective is also 
to grow personally. Many of our members use this as an opportunity to give 
to a cause that is meaningful to them and demonstrate immense enthusiasm 

throughout the project through a commitment to better the world around 
them. Here are some of the personal projects done during the winter of 2017 

and 2018. 



posters, announcements, and finally give the gifts to 
my church who will deliver all of the gifts to the 
children. It’s amazing what one person can do with the 
help of others. It brings immense joy to my heart 
knowing that I made a child’s Christmas all the more 
special.” 

 

To the left is an Angel for a one-year-old girl named 
Aaliyah, who’s dad wants her to have a riding toy for 
Christmas. The Angel says, “Sorry daddy can’t be 
there, but Angel Tree can love you, my princess.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  


